BY WALTER SCOTT. ae 
Now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the first fruits of them that slept!’ Bi 
—1 Cor. xv. 2. Pat. 
NO. 6.) CARTHAGE, O. JUNE 1, 1835, VOL. IV. 


DEATH OF CHRIST. 
NO. 6. 


The relations which the death of Christ bears to the Holy Spirit, are remarkabie. 
By speaking in the Jewish prophets the Holy Spirit had given to the nation prophetic 
pledges relative to the Messiah which required to be redeemed by facts. He had fore- 
told that he should be of the family of David, andof Juda, andof Abraham; that he 
should be born at Bethlehem; declared the Son of God by the descent of the: Spirit 
upon him; that he should live a life of great deprivation and contempt among his 
kindred, be tried, condemned, and slain for sins, but not his own. 

Messiah came; of Juda, of David, and of Abraham, he was born in Bethlehem: 
received the Holy Spirit at his baptism in Jordan, and began to redeem by facts all the 
prophecies whicn depended for their fulfilment on his own persona! ministrations. 
The Holy Spirit became the advocate of his pretensions, and accompanied his person: 
and confirmed his doctrines until the time of his betrayment by Judas, when he was 
seized by the public authorities of the nation and put upon his trial. His death was 
the climax of that life of suffering to which God had ordained him by the voice of the 
prophets; he knew it; he felt that death was a dreadful evil; he agonized; he sweat, 
as it were drops of blood falling down to the ground; he invoked the Eternal who 
was able to deliver him from death ; he was heard ; an angel was sent tostregthen him. 
he prayed that the cup might pass from him, but our redemption was at stake; the 
destruction of our murderer the devil depended on the sacrifice : the character of the 
Divine Father was at stake; the reputation of the Jewish prophets was at stake. 
The character of the Holy Spirit was at stake; and until the pledges which he had 
given of Messiah's death by the Jewish prophets weré redeemed, the Holy Spirit could 
notand would not renew his advocacy of this cause; hence the Saviour said to the 
Aposties unless I go away the Advocate will not come; but if I go away I willsend him 
to you. He therfore said to God the Father Not my will but thine be done. He died; he 
rose ; he ascended to heaven ; and men, and demons, and angels, and the Holy Spirit 
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were subjected to him, nothing being excepted, from his government 
but him who did put all things an phim, that is God the Father. 
The relations, then, which subsist between the death of 
Christ and the Holy Spirit are, aS must appear to the reader, 
most singular, most wonderful. He is subjected to the Son of Man; 
and hence the Lord Jesus says if | go away [ will send him to 
you; but the sender is always greater than the sent. Jesus said 
My Father is greater than I, and therefore he never spoke any 
thing of himself or of hisown; but only the things which he re- 
ceived from his Father. Aceordingly when the Holy Spirit was 
subjected to him the same thing took place here also; and the Ho- 
ly Spirit did not speak his own dictations, but only the things which 
he heard from him to whom he was putin subjection. Jesus there- 
fore said in reference to him He wiil guide you into all the truth; 


for he will not speak of (from) himself’; but whatsoever he shall 
hear, that shall he speak. ‘Thus in the christian scheme we have 


the church subordinate to the Apostles; the Apostles to the Spirit; 
the Spirit to the Son; and the Son to the Father. 

The Lord Jesus then by dying redeemed all the pledges which 
the Holy Spirit had antecedently given in relation to his personal 
ministrations on earth and having arisen, became, as the only be- 
gotten of God, heir of all things in heaven, earth, and hell, the Lord 
of menand angels and the depository of the Holy Spirit who being 
subordinate to Jesus was immediately sent from heaven to earth 
on a mission of advocacy to plead the cause of christianity. This 
Jesus promised when he said I will send you another Advocate. 

The Advocate came, and in obedience to the wiil of his superior 
commenced the plea, that Jesus is the Son of God. And in doing 
this he convicted the world of their sin for not having believed on 
him, and of his righteousness seeing God had taken him to heaven. 
And alsoofa judgment; because 11 dying Christ had fairly overcome 


_the devil, prince of this world, and by rising stood prepared to pour 
out upon him and all who obey ed him the vengeance that was due 


to them as enimies of the fuimily of man, w hich Christ had come 
in order to save. 

Seeing then that, according to the plan of our religion, the Son of 
Man has been exalted to heaven, and is now second in rank and 
power only to the Almighty, the Holy Spirit being subjected to 
him, we mav pause on the fearful summit whither we have climbed 
and look abroad from the throne of God and of the Lamb. First 
the elevation of one of the human kind to the throne of the un1- 
verse is a theme the most wonderful. Second, the subordination 
of the Spirit of the Almighty to oneof the human kind is equally 
wonderful. We may consider the first of these propositions in re- 
lation to the will of him who is thus exalted, our Lord Jesus. What 
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was his will in relation to the Spirit? that he should plead the truth 
of the great propositton viz: thatJesus is the Son of God. What was 
his will in relation to angels? that they should subserve the good 
cause of christianity and minister to them that should be heirs of 
salvation. What is his majesty’s will in relation to all mankind? that 
_ they should hear the gospei and obey it. What is his pleasure 
with regard to the devil? that he shall be destroyed as the enemy 
_ of God, the original and persevering violator of the divine law, and. 
~~ the murderer of mankind. ‘The second proposition viz: the recep- 
tion of the Spirit by Christ in heavea and the results of one of the 
human kind receiving the Spirit of the Eternal by which he could 
‘look backward and forward into eternity; and upward through 
heaven, and downward through hel! and around him through all 
the earth abroad; with a power that was equal to move and sustain 
all worlds and do all things, are matters to high for my poor aching 
head; and therefore we either abandon them altogether to persons 
of more mind and better healtli or must leave them to be resumed in 
a future paper. 

Meanwhile we beg leave to counsel the reader to look at the 
death of Christ extensively in all its relations and not, as has here- 
tofore been the case with those who spoke and wrote about it, in a 
single relation only; this is very unfortunate, because it keeps us 
ignorant of part of the truth; it fills us also with a kind of dotage 
by which we always think of that single relation until we become 
intemperate upon it and attribute to it an importance and rank 
which it does not merit. EDITOR. — 


Continued from page 113. 


The first visit which is paid to strangers and a strange country, if we have , 
f-lt a previous interest in them, is peculiar for its many singular corrections of 
our imaginings concerning them; and if they have indulged in anticipated ideas 
of us the same observation holds good also of them. : 

‘Those whom we have thought about or oft desired to see wear in real life an 
exterior oft-times wholly different from that with which our imaginations have 
clothed them; and so on the occasion of our introduction a kind of identical meta-— 
inorphosis takes place which is sometimes of the most pleasing and sometimes of 
the most displeasing kind; where the interest felt is not of the most exciting spe- 
cies the transformation will of course be experienced with feelings of indiffer- 
ence, 
The tali man of the imagination when born of sight and real life sometimes 
turns out a mere pigmy, while the pigmy is exalted to the stature of a giant; the 
fair complexior. with its detail of light hair, blue eyes, and ruddy cheeks, is in- 
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stantly transformed into the dark with black eyes, black hair, and a sallow coun- 
tenance; while the anticipated keen expreg turns out blunt, round, and un- 
meaning as clownishness jtself, and vice versa; the soldier oft-times is found 
to wear the person of the saint and the saint that of the soldier; the statesman 
that of the farmer and the farmer that of the statesman; while the persons of 
our literary friends contradict all our anticipations of them and frequently dis- 
appoint our fondest imaginations. 

We did ourselves the honor this morning to visit at his own farm, one and a 
half miles from Lexington, the destinguished American Statesman Henry Clay. 
We passed from the main road to the mansion house of Mr. Clay by a circular 
avenue of poplars,and pines which made me fancy myself once more in old Scotia 
where such trees form the common timber of the country and must be remarkable 
in this only because they are a species of evergreen and do not shed their crop 


_ of green needles until they are pushed from their places by those of the sueceed-— 


ing year. The farm must be a delightful spot in the spring, summer, and au- 
tumn, as its appearance was beautiful even at this early season; but circum- 
stances did not admit us delaying to examine it and the imported breeds of cat- 
tle with which, we were informed, it has been stocked by its distinguihed owner. 
We only gave an en passant glance at its extended lawns and spreading forests 
as we advanced to the house. | 

When we had ascended the flight of stone stairs which lead to the front door 
we were received by a well bred coloured servant who invited us in- 
to the saloon, and anounced us to his master. Mr. Clay received us in a very 
gracious manner indeed, and by an air of real kindness instantly dissipated the 
slight trepidation which I for one felt as a person visiting forthe first time a great 
and celebrated man whom I had never seen and to whom even now I had no let- 
ter of introduction. 

The parlor in which we found Mr. Clay gaveevidence by its furniture and orna- 
ments both of the taste and quality of itsowner; it was of a simi-circular form 
with windows in the corners reaching from the floor almost to the ceiling, these 
were hung with sky colored curtains which gave it an air of great cheerfulness. 
The floor was covered with carpet and the pieces of furniture were few in num- 


* ber; this last incident tery mnch suited my taste; for of all things in the world 


I dislike a room crowded with furniture till there is scarce space left to tum about | 
in it without Incommoding your fellows. Those who do so display much 
wealth and little taste, and would seem to trust their cause for respect rather to 
the animal than to the rational among those who visit them. Portraits of Wash- 
ington and other eminent individuals were hanging around the room; and upon 
the whole it was a sweet apartment containing nothing that could make either 
poor men afraid or rich men ashamed; Men in public life should be careful how 
they furnish their houses and cloth their persons; for to dress in such vulgar gar- 
ments as to make the rich ashamed, or in such courtly ones as to make the poor 
afraid is, to say the least of it, injudicious; good and great men should trust their 
cause for respect chiefly to their own public performances, to their private virtues, 
and to the more estimable and exalted qualities of their superior minds. | 
Mr. Clay was clothed in the most modest suit imaginable and by his appear- 
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ance made us feel as if we were in the presence of a person not at all beneath us 
nor so high above us but that we could be perfectly easy, and speak to him what 
we wished to say and also ask of him what we desired to know. In person Mr. 
Clay would be esteemed tall; and heis very well formed; the toute ensemble 
strongly represented to me the person of a very respectable Presbyterian or Epis- 
copalian Clergyman in the advance of life. There is nothing striking in the ex- 
- pression of Mr. Clay’s face while at ease and unoccupied; but it may be, and I 
dare say it is, very different when all his features are lighted up by the inspira- 
tion of a great political question and he stands in the halls of legislation surround- 
ed by innumerabie admiring statesman, lawyers, ambassadors, orators and men 
of science, pouring forth on a great topic in deep mellow tones the unconstrained 
deluge of his superior eloquence. 
There is in the contour of his face more reflection than perception; and his 
eye consequently discovers more of the sedateness of supreme talent than the 
* restlesness of peeular genius. He is exceedingly good-looking and hasa kind 
condescending address. ‘The vulgar looking print of him which we see stuck up 
in almost every bookseller’s window is a vile thing and bears no more resemblance 
to the honorable senator than the head of Danton to that of the venerable and 
benevolent Washington. 
Mr. Challen who accompanied us and enjoyed a slight acquaintance with Mr. 
Clay, had but a few minutes to stay; with him we took our leave of the honor- 


able gentleman very much gratified that it had fallen in our way to see the 
great man. 


The church at Lexington numbers, I believe, seventy or eighty persons and is 
in excellent order; they have overseers and deacons and break bread every Lord’s 
day; two or three were added during the single day we were present and broth- 
er C. observed that they had for sometime previous looked for the accession of 
several others. 

We had spent the preceeding night under the hospitable roof of our brother 
Darwin Johnson whose residence is about one and ahalf miles from Lexington ; 
and never, never shall I forget the blessedness of the evening as its swift wing- 
ed moments flew past laden with the inestimable treasure of heavenly conversa- 
tion and all the high and palmy enjoyments of a fellowsbip growing out of the — 
christian religion understood as it came from the hands of its author. 


“ The smile of the Lord is the feast of the soul.” 


‘ 
» 
4H 
| 
a 
= 
the 
a 
3 
> 
Kad 
t ‘ 
* 
= 
>> 
i 
AS 
4 


€ 


o 3 All 


ive 
Ap 
wis + 


We all arose early in the moming to see the steam carr as it past along the 
Franklin and Lexington rail-road under the knoll on which brother Johnson’s 
mansion stands, in due season it was seen in the distance approaching through _ 
a clump of trees that skirted the road in that direction. It came furiously and 
looked as if a steam boat were trying it succesfully on land. When it passed op- 
posite to the company I was lost in supreme wonder at the sublimity of human 
invention and the geniusof mankind. Truly man by his discoveries and ins 

. ventions fully justifies the original which the Bible awards to him when it says 
that God made him in hisown image. We could see it for almost a mile from 
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the eminence on which we were standing ; but it puffed, and panted, and rattled 
al ong only for a few moments until it buried itself déep in the neighbouring wood 
through which the road wends in the direction of Frankfort, and we saw it no 
more. 

As wehad seen the great lawyer and statesman Mr. Henry Clay so we felt 
anxious to see the great soldier and statesman Col. Richard M. Johnson also. 
Accordingly we set out after our return to Georgetown in company with his broth- 
er John T. Johnson to the place of the Colonel's residence, a distance of about. 
seven miles. ‘The weather was any thing but favorable to our visit; for it had 
rained during the preceeding night and the roads were of course very muddy. 
The day was o’ercast with clouds whose gloom was ever and anon increased © 
by an endless suecession of thunder showers that played off upon us nearly all 
the way; but we arrived without any other inconvenience and found the Lion 
of the Thames laid up at ease deep within the recesses of his own sequestered _ 
halls. 

The Col. gave usa round hearty welcome as was befitting a soldier and was 
willing to gratify us by every means in his power. Being requested he spoke 
freely of the battle of the Thames and of his own encounter with the chief Te- 
cumseh ; but I learnt afterwards from anaccount of that Well fought field which I 
got from Capt. Wall, who was one of the forlorn hope in the affray, that the 
Col. had suppressed several very striking incidents relative to his own personal 
bravery and patriotism on that dreadful day. Capt. Wall told us that after 
Col. Johnson had put things to right in the rear he came thundering along on 
horse-back into the very front, and ,after declaring he would never send his men 
where he would not lead the way,he drove full fury upon the enemy forty yards 
in front till he left their line between him and the gallant Kentuckians whom 
he led to the ataek. Here it was the Colonel met Tecumseh. 

The chief was whooping in front of his warriors to inspire them with ardor for 
the battle when he was firsyseen by Col. Johnson. The fire of the Kentuck- 
jans was to him a matter of such perfect indifference that he stood with his back 
towards them while he harrangued the men of his own tribe whom he led to the 
war. When he perceived thathe was singled out by the Col. he shot him after 
the Indian fashion, like a g'ance of lightning; but the bullet failed to reach the 
Colonel’s vitals and Richard, in spite of his wounds, kept advancing towards 
him in an oblique line in order to conceal the pistol which he grasped in his nght 
hand. The Indian was not aware of this design, but imagining that the bullet 
had settled the business with the Col., came up with a battle axe, or war club to 
dispatch him, when the Col., like a glance of lightning, threw hisright arm over 
his horse’s neck and to the terror, dismay, and death of Tecumseh emptied'the — 
whole contents of his pistol into his head and heart. He thundered down in an 
instant in the presence of his warriors and the woods resounded to his fall. 

With starry leaves the lofty chestnut crown’d, 
Rears his tall head and looks the forest round ; 


Till some bold woodsman with his hand on high, 
His blazing hatchet whizzing from the sky, 
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Urges the stroke; the forests all resound, 
Aud trudk and arms and leaves come tum)ling to the ground. 

’T was thus in life aloft in youthful mein, 

And thus in death the warrior chief was seen ; 

*T was thus his soul received the deadly blow 

That sent him to his Indian sires below, 


It was truly affecting to behold the wounds of this gallant old soldier. The | 
bullet shot by Tecumseh passed througt. his hand and arm, and must have 
reached his heart had it not been thus intercepted; he has also a very dangerons 
looking wound on one of his legs and it is said that his mare staggered under 
him while he shot Tecumseh, with no fewer than seven balls in her. 

The Col. showed us three swords; one presented to him by the patriotic ladies 
of Scottco., Ky.; another which had belonged to the Duke of Suffolk, and was 
presented to the Col, by General McComb of the U. S. Army; and the third 
thegword presented to him by Congress as a testimony of that bedy’s respect 

for his gallant conduct at the battle of the Thames.  [t cost, I believe, twelve 
hupdred dollars, and is a splendid piece of armour. | 

fe next visited the Choctaw Academy, and nothing would answer but we 
must address the numerous students, on the subject of education. ‘The Acade- 
my numbers about one hundred and eighty scholars, of all ages and sizes from 
infancy to manhood. Put a better behaved and more respectable looking pop- 
ulation it would be very difficult for any one to conceive of. The President 
of the Academy assured us that they are the best bebaved children and young 
men he ever knew ; that in this point of view they are superior to white children, 
and need almost no correction. ‘The whole scene was perfectly new to me and 
I think it would be impossible for any mortal having feelings te-witness it with- 
out being especially affected. 

Now we may elevate to high offices whom we please; and for the Presidency 
and Vice Presidency the American people will and ought to have “the man of 
their choice ;°? but among the Lions of the republic where is there a man whose 
claims to honor are more certainly founded upon matters of fact service than 
those of Richard M. Johnson? And the facts in which he has been concemed 
are not of alocal nature neither. ‘The Sunday mail questionwwas one that vitally 
affected the religious liberties of the whole nation from Maine to Florida, from 
ocean to ocean. His achievements at the Thames were of the like nature; 
they were national and not local; they interested the entire American people 
and not a particular portion of them only. His labors also for the elevation of 
the Aborigines and their children are to be ranked among that class of facts 
which are stricfly national if the nation owesa spark of pity to the race of men 
whom we have dispossessed and driven from theirnative lands. Thousands from 
not being able to discriminate between what is !ocal and what is national in the 
doings of men, give their votes from paltry and limited considerations; he is on 
our side of the question; he belongs to our state, or he did me a favor; or he 

aided in obtaining me a pension, is reason sufficient with many in the bestow- 
“Ment of their political suffrage, and so would elevate to offices of national and 
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general trust men, who, like themselves, cannot comprehend what a national 
question is, nor discriminate between it and that which is plainly local and par. 
tial. Who is it that has spent the length and strength of his days in national 


council? Richard M. Johnson, of Kentueky. Who wasit that stood upon the 


‘‘edge of battle while it raged”? and by his personal valorand patriotism stemmed 
the torrent of a barbarous invasion which could have been satiated only with 
the blood and scalps of all America? Richard M. Johnson, Who was it that 
broke the back bone of an embodied religious tyranny, preferred by a pack of 
ambitious sneaking villains, who, under pretence of serving God, would have 
enslaved the whole nation? Richard M. Johnson. Who is it that after the long 
and arduous toil of a Congressional session retires to his own peaceful seques 
tered retreat in Scott Co. to instruct in the arts of peace the children of those 
Indians whom his valor subdued inwart The great R. M. Johnson. But his 
wisdom in the Senate, his valor in the field, and his bemevolence towards, the 
Aborigines are surpassed only by his greater modesty, and therefore we ave 
him én the hands of his countrymen who can both discern merit and reward it. 
From Lexington we returned to Georgetown by way of Paris. and afte: 
spending a few more days and joyous nights in company with brethren Johnson 
and Hall speaking go the disciples and teaching them things that concern the 
Kingdom of God, we prepared to return home. The day of our departure ar- 
rived and we were constrained reluctiantly to say with a tear, vale, vale, fare- 
well, farwell. « *  Eprror. 


“LET THEM ALONE.” 


Tue Jesvs. 


BroruEr Scott :— 

* Editors have, I presume, like others, their 
sweets and their bitters, their pleasures and their pains. Their 
duties must, I think, carry them through the whole gamut of 
feeling from,real happ:ness to extreme pain; while it is a pleasant 
- mattter to instruct the docile and such as enquire after divine 
knowledge the task of reprooving must be a very ungracious one, 
and I can conceive of a person of feeling performing it only be- 
cause he deems it indispensably necessary. If you think what 
follows calculated only to produce pain without prodyging the good 
results intended by the writer, I request you not topublish it; on 
the contrary if it meets your approbation as piece of its kind fitted 
to do good and administer pleasure to the hearer then it is at your 
service. 

It is with extreme that others as well as myself behold 
this reformation b with a number of persons, some bearing 
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the name of Bishop and others that of Evangelist, whose teachings 
and preachings consist of little else beside bitter invective, biting 
sarcasm, and unmodified declamation against the sects as they uni- 
formly style our fellow professors, who doubtless have been less 
fortunate in their discovery of divine knowledge than ourselves: 
Our so'emn occasions even are not let slip, the supper, prayer 
meetings, and meetings for the conversion of our dying fellow mor- 
als are greedily seized upon to pour forth the bitter bile of detesta- 
tion by thesé unjudging unfeeling brethren. To speak evil of the 
absent is on all occasions a dastardly and unmantly thing, but to 
speak evil of them at such seasons doubles the crime. Our servi- 
vices ought rather to be filled with intercessions, and prayers, and 
supplications, in behalf of those who are in error, and their 
unfortunate condition ought to clothe us with meekness, while 
wé instruct them in the way of the true christianity, and en- 
deavour to recoVer them from the snare of the adversary. The 
contrary, however, is the case, and many of those who are at 
fault have the knack of delivering themselves with such grace on 
the weaknesses of their neighbors, that they will even make their 
brethren smile at what ought to fill them with distress and commis- 
eration. It is an easy matter for some to be eloquent on other 
ple’s mistakes; but such preachers fill me with alarm as I fore- 
see what [ have to expect if they should ever cease to be my friend. 
“Let them alone,” is an injunction of the Lord Jesus to the dis 
ciplesof his 6wn time relative to the blind and their blind guides 
among the nation of the Jews. Is it of less authority now, or 
would obedience to its sacred directions be productive of less bene- 
ficial results in our day than in the days when it was delivered as 
a law of the Kingdom of Heaven? Surely no. Therefote I 
argue thatevery Bishop of a church, and every Evangelist among 
ussins when he fails to let alone the blind guides of his time and 
those who are led by them. But how does he sin? I answer by 
violating an express law of Jesus Christ. Sin is the violation of 
law, andif the Master says we shall let the blind alone do we not 
sin When we meddle with them and hold up their blindness to the 
contempt, ridicule, and laughter of oneanother dnd that too m our 
public assemblies? Certainly we do. ‘Therefore every such of- 
fender should be made confess his sin; and if he reforms, he is to 
be forgiven; butif he does not reform he must of course be sub- 
jected to a discipline severer than that of mere reproof. Let him 
be suspendedsr separated from the communion of the church; 
otherwise he will certainly bring upon it disrepute and excite 
against the brethren the prejudices and disgust of all society. 
It may be argued, however that if these orators should let the 
sects alone they would have nothing to say for the entertainmentot 
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the brethren. This is a potent and pointed observation and I ad- 
mit it in all its force. Many of them would then have nothing 
else wherewith to entertain the brethren indeed but if their elo- 
quence on this point were cut short the brethren would at once be 
delivered from their bald and sorrowful rhetorick: To hear an 


evangelist of the everlasting gospel commence his address by say- 


ing Jo the audience, “Our opponents accuse us of denying,” &c. 


shall show that our opponents,” &c. “The sects &c. 


“Sectarians are wrong here,” &c. I say that to hear a minister 
of Christ prologue his address by such hateful expressions as the 
above is most unpardonable and shows a real deficiency in some 
of the finest sentiments in human nature, viz: benevolence, cau- 
tiousness, and veneration. 

Controversy of every kind, and religious controversy more 
than every other kind is too apt to be deficient in honor and fair- 
ness; but to hear a matter argued on the First dav of the week, 
before the brethren, andthe world who have come to be converted, 
wher'all present know that the party argued against is absent and 
consquently has not the privilege either to state or defend his prop- 
ositions, is monstrously absurd, if not downright cruel, in the per- 
son who is guilty of it. To dispute with a man, or even a whole 
party if present, would neither be sinful nor shameful, for the 
Apostle himself did so; but to argue with the absent or even with 
the present when circumstances co not admit of him defending 
himself, is both sinful and shameful and altogethet beneath the 
dignity of a professor of Christianity. 

Vould you believe it, sir, that some of our Evangelists hesitate 
not to take their text from the beginning of the Methodist discip- 


line. It is there said that the Divinity is without “body, parts, or 


passions; But to hear the irreverence of these misguided de- 
claimers when speaking on the nature and character of our adora- 
ble Heavenly Father would, I doubt not, make angels weep.— 
What would Paul have said on the occasion of some speeches 
made by these abortions? for as regards preaching they are abor- 
tions. And if they reform not their plans they never can attain 
to the stature of perfect men in the proclamation of the gospel. 
Although it has been so long asserted in this reformation that 
there is but one authoritative plan of preaching the gospel; al- 
though that plan is now fairly before the public in praetice, and 
has been spread out, and defined, and illustrated, and defended a 
thousand times and in a thousand different ways ky those whose 
enquiries and devotion to it gave them aright to understand it, yet 
these Anti-sectarian men, who have such an‘aversion to false gos- 
pels, seldom or never touch the true one; but busy themselves so 
much i pushing down the houses of their neighbors that they have 
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no time to build up their own. Never do we hear these gentlemen 
laboring to shew by proper scripture evidenee as did the Father, 
and the Holy Spirit, and the Lord himself, and the Prophets, and 
Apostles, and the Evangelists of old, that Jesus Christ 1s the Son 
of God; Never a word do we hear from them of his Prophetic, 
Kingly, and Priestly functions; nothing of the Law, nothing of 
righteousness, nothing of sin, nothing -but of sectarianism which 
iscarrion rather than divine alliment toevery body of sense and 
feeling who is compelled to listen to them. 

Sir, when the grand proposition Jesus is the Messiah of God, is 
searched out and separated distinctly from all the rest of the 


proposittons with which it is unavoidably connected in the sacred. 


scriptures; when the prophecies are made to go before and the 
testimonies of the Apostles to follow after and the proof and the 
proposition are held up before the audience in a logic and elo- 
quence becoming their dignity, and the whole is sanctified by the 
unction of a manifest evangelical benevolence in the speaker, how 
sylendid is the etfect upon the audience! Infidelity shrinks under 
the weight of all-overpowering truth and hides her vapid counte- 
nance from the sum-bright evidences by which it is established and 
enforced, while all the saints rejoice to see at once the succinctness 
and certainty of that belief on which the Eternal Father has pitch- 


ed their present and everlasting salvation. ‘To this department of © 


the gospel belongs the miracles of our Lord Jesus, each of which 
would of itself, form an excellent theme for a preacher who knew 
how to make a proper use of the materia proclamanda turnished 
by the Evangelists; also the prophecies of the Saviour, his life, 
and all those inimitable parables and comparisons by which he 
has so beautifully and lucidly enforced the gospel and illustrated 
the kingdom and reign of heaven. 

But if the second yeneral fact, the death of Christ, be the theme 
selected, then what have we to de with the bug-bear sectarianism 
ina matter of such solemnity? Brother Scott, lam sure you will 
- fj concur with me and all the sensible and feeling disciples of this 
1 & reformation that this great theme with its collateral facts and cir- 

cumstances, has in itself sufficient interest and needs not the aid 
it 8 of meritricious oratory on the corrupt religions of the day to com- 
l- fj mend it to the heads and hearts and consciences of an English cr 
d @ American audience. I have heard this subject spoken of in its 
a @ proper “relations to heaven, earth, and hell, to time and eternity, 
se to reward and punisliment and whatever else it may be connected 
et § with; and I say It is a glorious theme; and in itsdivisions and sub- 
s- divisions, its collateral facts and concurring circumstances furnish- 
so [es the man of the gospel with an inexhaustible fountain of theme 
ve and thought for proclamation, reason,and exhortation. What a 
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miserable taste then, must that man have wholeaves these themes 
for the sake of denouncing sectarianism! or who mixes these 
themes with his injudicious, invidious, and preposterous rants about 
apostatizing christians! It isas if a man would hand us a cup of 
wine mingled with aqua fortis; or serve up our dinner on red-hot 
trenchers with knives and forks of heated steel that burn off our 

rs before they reach our mouth... 

ut if the elevation of the Son of -God to heaven is the theme 
what then? Sectarianism denounced again? How intongruous the 
elements of such religious mixture—such a discourse is a com- 
pound of the most heterogeneous principles—things the most un: 
fitly joined in nature. It is like mixing the waters of life which 
flow from the throne of God and the Lamb with those of Styx and 
the other rivers of hell; how miserable a potion! what a drug! 
what a deadly dose do men administer to all true godliness and the 
finest feelings of the human heart when for religious teaching they 
substitute withering, blighting, soul-deceiving speeches about their 
neighbors’ faith and neighbors’ manners rather than improve their 
own. Such mén may get a congregation but it is impossibé for 
them to keep it for any length of time; for as well might we hope 
for people to go to where they are to get their ears cropped as to 
expect them to go where their most solemn faith and most devout 
exercises are to be made the subject of ridicule and laughter. 

With the glorification of the Son of God are connected his inter- 
cession and the new covenant, his reign and kingdom, the descen 
and doctrine concerning the Holy Spirit, the christian church, her 
worship, order discipline and duties, the mission of the holy Apostles 
with many other themes of good and evil, judgment, reward and 
punishment, &c.; all of which are of the most sacred nature and 
do not admit of the foreign mixture of party denunciation. 

But I have more to say to these preachers who seem so incapa. 
ble of improving their own experience and that of others; how. 
ever I shall not dare toextend the present paper; I wish them t 
know that the majority of the brethren and disciples disprove oi 
their procedure and desire that they should reform their plan. Anc 
if you, sir, think this address not unworthy of their ear you may 
print it and by doing so] shall take it as a proof that another on 
the same subject would not be unacceptable if written in po 
worse spirit, and comprehending no less sense and truth on the 
subject to which it relates. 


Yours, &c. CLEMENS. 
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cam that which they never had. 


Jamestown, O., 25th May, 1835. 
Broruer Scort :— 

In a short communication of the 30th March, I eae” 
that one grand source of error was the making of a general application of spe- 
cial cases, 

I will now illustrate this saying by a few examples—We have a special case 
of a thief on the cross with our Saviour, at their crucifixion; but to make a 
general application of this special case, would lead to the dangerous precept, 
that all men might become thieves, and expect pardon on the gallows. 

~ Wehave another special case of one Mary, who washed the Lord’s feet with 
her tears, and wiped them with her hair, who had many sins forgiven; but we 
have not another case of the kind recorded, nor a promise that any other should 
ever happen. We have another special case of a sick man, who was let down 
through the roof of the house in which Jesus was preaching; he also received 
the pardon of tis sins; but it would be dangerous to preach to all men that they 
might with safety put off obedience to God until they were sick, and might thus 
confidently expect forgiveness. But how common the practice of making a 
general application of those special cases alluded to! Now if this erroneous 
practice did not rock men to sleep, it would not be worth notice; but such is the 
pernicious effect of error, that men rest easy under the influence of opadon 
and cease to use any exertions, not suspecting danger. 

Thus thousands are now sleeping under the delusion that God has made their 
cases special, and that he has remitted their past sins out of the ordinary course 
appointed by him, and that they have gained admission into the kingdom of God 
upon the earth, without being born of water and the Spirit, Some suppose that 
they got in by a birth of waler alone. This includes al! who suppose themselves 


to have entered the kingdom when babies. Others suppose that they got in by a 


birth of Spiritalone. ‘This includes all such as refuse baptions, and speak of 
itas an “outward bodily act.” 


From this same source, flow also many erroneous notions about the Holy 


Spirit. Because God béstowed the spirit of a king or a kingly spirit upon Saul, 
and afterwards took it away from him because of transgression, and bestowed 
it upon David; and afterwards David transgressed, and prayed God that he 
would not take away his spirit from him, (as he had done from his predecessor 
Saul.) We hear men repeating David’s prayer peipetually, as though God had 
bestowed the spirit of a king upon them, by which David was enabled to kill a 
lion, and a bear, and also Goliah of Gath. Thus by making a general applica- 

tion of these special cases, we hear men praying to God not to take away from 


As ever, yours 
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M. WINANS. 
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P. S. Got home from Dayton safe, found all well, the family somewhat 
alarmed at my delay, lost one of my chronic patients, since my return. 
The Baptists havea GREAT BIG MEETING now on hand two miles 
below en I see men and’ women passing to and from it in fiocks. 
M. W. 


INDUCTIVE .ACADEMY, 
NEAR PATTERSON'S MILLS, 


Woodford county, Kentucky. 


This Academy is taught by brother and sister Baldwin, both of 
whom appear to us to enjoy the didactic talent in a very eminent 
degree; their deeds indeed prove this and show evidently that they 
are very capable instructors. Both of them formerly taught in 
Carthage, our own village, and were held in just estimation both 
for their abilities and character. We request the attention of our 
readers to the following letter from brother Baldwin relative to 
the institution. Eprror. 


Femare Inpuctive Acapemy, April 23, 1835. 
Dear Brother Scott,— ine | | 
Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father, anc 
from our Lord Jesus Christ, . 

Your name is associated with some of the happiest scenes of my life. At 
the time I was immersed I was a confirmed Universalist; when I commenced 
house-keeping I was determined to perform what I conceived to be the duties 


‘of a christian; but alas! what an absurdity is a Universalist’s prayer. His 


God provides for hima shelter, food and raiment; saves him from the “thousand 
jlls that flesh is heir to,” sickness and death; and finally gives him eternal feli- 
city just as well without asking and without thanks, as with! as well with- 
out knowing as with, whether there even be a God! I soon found that I was 
not what I professed to be, achristian. But I thought I believed, and I have 
no doubt the same now is the case with very many like myself: but let them 
turn from reviewing the discrepencies of trinitarian doctrines, to the rationale of 


their own; let them see man the cold lifeless machine, the subject alone of 


physical causes, and they will see the result of their doctrines. For such an 
one heaven can have no charms, hell no terrors. How relieving to turn from a 
spectacle so frigid, to that religion which has in reserve an eternal weight of 
glory for all those that confess the Saviour with their lips and serve the Lord with 
all their strength. Here there is something for man todo. A reward for which 
he must labor, a prize for which he must run. 


We have just settled in Woodford. Our school | commenced in this place 
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last Monday. Seventeen young ladies attended and six small boys whom we 
take to accommodate some of our particular frieods. A few more are engaged. 


Our price for young ladies is fifteen dollars per session. Our mode of teaching is_ 


inductive and in many respects peculiar. In cultivating the powers of the 
mind we feel it essentially necessary that such a degree of attention be bestowed 
upon all of them as may preserve them in that state of relative strength, which 
appears to be agreeable to the intentions of nature. ‘To rear youth to happi- 


_ “ness and usefulness, their minds must be kept steadily balanced by the hand of 


experience. 


We intend that the young ladies placed under our care shall never look for-_ 


ward to the time when they shall finish their education; but labor to acquire 
habits of study that shall accompany them through life. We have no short 
hand patent way of making scholars without study, hard study ; and our only 


forte, if we have any, is to induce tiem to study, and to pay undivided attention 
to oral instruction. 


We are pleasantly situated about a stone’s cast from the south fork of Elk- 


horn, half a mile from a good grist and saw-mill and one mile from Stevenson — 


post office, to which I wish you to direct the Evangelist. We are one mile 


north of the rail road and I am going in the steam car to-day to Frankfort, fif- 
teen miles, to hear brother Campbell and get books. 


V. BALDWIN. 
Watrer Scorr. 


A CASE. 


The following case is submitted by our laborious brother 


Michael Combs of Indiana. 


A worthy sister among us was married to a worthless man who became very 
base, and provided not for his own family, but left his wife and took up with 
others. She applied fora divorce and obtained it and is now married to another, 
but is under the censure of the church for her conduct in the affair. This, I 


think is the true state of the case. : M. COMBS. 
Beloved Brother :— 
. It is unnecessary for me to direct you to where 


it is written, that if the infidel party depart let him depart, and 
that a-brother or a sister is not in bondage in such a case, but is 
free to be married again. For myself, brother Combs, I think 
the law of the land to be in perfect harmony with the law of 
Christ in the case, and consequently that any attempt on the part 
of the disciples to reverse or fr mouity the ordinance of the State, is 
unfortunate. 
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Your servant and heather, 
W. SCOTT. 
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ANOTHER CASE. 
Brother Scott :— | | 
de _ A peison who formerly labored in the gospel with the defaulter 

John Secrest and, like him, was found guilty by a jury of his own countrymen, 
has received from some of his brethren a writing which goes to reverse the judg- 
ment of the court in the case. He has showed this document as proof of his 
innocence and has, during last year, been received and employed by the breth- 
ren. Please favor us with your judgment in the case. 


Melange, June 1 1835. Yours, A. B. 


My judgment, brother, is Ist, that in cases of public immorality 
a jury of our countrymen is as capable of enquiring and judg- 
ing asthe church; 2dly that for any handful of our brethren to at- 
tempt to reverse their judgment, and to form public opinion on their 
own decisions in the case, appears, to me at least, highl y presump- — 
tuous. Sdly And for any one to seize on the evangelical office by 
such means without reference to “the good report of those that 
are without” is equally presumptuous and in direct opposition to 


_ the teaching of the Apostle Paul. 4thly, such person ought either 


to be silent or silenced. W. SCOTT. 


LETTER ON SLAVERY. 
BroTuer Scorr:— 

I have read with all care the epistles of Dr. 
Nathaniel Field,and your answers to them. * The subject to which 
they refer involves important and extended interests, and is every 
day becoming a topic of more general consideration among the 
citizens of the United States. While I approve the benevolence 
of Dr. Field but not liis plan of manumission, I regret that he 
should deem it necessary to his purposes to charge you with 
friendship to slavery, or, which is worse, hold you up as its apolo- 
gist. This is a part of his communications which [ tfink is alto- 
gether gratuitous and in no manner of way related to the end which 
he has in view, There is no personal quarrel between you and the 
Doctor; you have not plead for slavery, nor indeed do I under- 
stand you even to have objected to his plan of manumission so far 
as it goes, nor to the freedom of our colored citizens universally or 


particularly, in the mass or by piece-meal, atone and the same 


time, or gradually. So you perceive, brother Scott, that I by no 
means think you opposed to the freedom of the blacks and there- 
fore I beg you of your clemency, as Paul would say, to hear me 
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on this great quesiion patiently. I @rant you, brother Scott, that 
the Doctor’s plasier is mot equal to the sore; but what plaster, 
even when larger than the'sore; ever heals all parts at once? we 
-must.workin this affair by inches and do good as we have an op- 


I am “a citizen of the United States.” This is my proud ap-_ 


pellative—the proud political appellative indeed of every citizen 
in the republic; and the Constitution Article 4th, Section 4th, 
guarantees to me free St ue in whatever particular. state | 
may sojourn or may for the time being have my residence.— 
To be a resident of Kentucky, however, Ohio, Indiana, or South 
Carolina, is a secondary matter, and may and does imply certain 
local duties, and advantages or disadvantages political and civil; 
but the grand national style of all our countrvmen from Maine to 
Florida, and from the Atlantic to the pacific is “Citizen of the 
‘United States.” 
Now the U. States may be compared toa body, the large parts of 
which, as the head, trunk, and extremities, are represented by the 
several states. Whence, | arzue that according to the constitution, 
which guarantees to us republican government, and the declaration. 
of Independence, which instruments must never be construed to 
contradict each other,every man of any color, white or black, who 
has been born under «the Constitution, 1s a citizen of these states, 
and “is and of right ought to be equally. free and independent with 
alisthe rest.” But till the general government shall have acquired 
sufficient nerve to defend equally the personal rigits and liberties 
of ail her children whether colored or without color this argu- 
ment and the clause in our charier whence it is derived must be 
considered as mere political fiction. | 
Itis most manifest, how ever, that the government of the United 
States dares not now meddle with the subject. She dares not 
even untie the manacies which enslave her own particular colored 
citizens within the District of Columbia, over which she has undis- 
puted control. ‘This I apprehend is not because she does not wish 
them to be free; but because she is awed into silence on the ques- 
tion by the superior influence of the slave holding states. Nothing 
therefore is to be expected of the general government at present in 
behalf of its colored citizens, But the state governments what 
have we to expect of them? Nothing. In Kentucky the Legisla- 
ture could not annul slavery; the power to do this being vested in 
‘a conveation, to convene which it would be exceedingly difficult; 
so that from the general and state governments we have nothing to 
expect in regard to the subject in question, and but little from the 
idea of aconvention. Hence we may with all propriety look off 
from these delusive sources and direc tour ‘attention to any other 
12 
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ratherthan by length and ribaldry and so of respect, 


probablé means of deliveranée which may present itself to those 
who are looking for the redemption of tht blacks. Yes, we may 
with all propriety turn away our faces from the general and state 
governments, conventions, &c., aud look in hope for deliverance 
to a rock that is higher than they. 


I am an immediate abolitionist; but intend, brother Scott, that | 
my communication shall be distinguished by sense and shortness | 


subscribe myself ERATOR. 


You dislike the phraseology cf my last letter because you think 
it indicative of chagtin. I assure you that I did not then, neither do I now, 
entertain any’bad feelings or dudgeon, but my honest sentiments were embodied 
in those objectionable expressions. ‘The man who advocates the maxims of 
kings that “man is incapable of self-gqvernment”’ throws his ivfluence into the 


_seale of despotism. And he that contends that the gospel connives at apd jus- 


tifies absolute and unconditional slavery, throws his influence into the scale of 
oppression and forges chains for the slave. I was and am now mortified and do 
sincerely regret that this is ‘the tendency of your replies, so far as slavery is 
concerned. Sordid avarice will find an additional pretext to rivet more firmly 
mancles upon the unfortunate victims of cupidity; interest has an unbounded 
.nfluence upon the actions of men, and a desire to believe that what we do is 
right isan instinct of human nature. In order to justify conduct dictated by 
interest men will seek afterand handle authority with the utmost avidity which 


they will interpret with an invincible bias. Every word and every sentence of — 


your writings will be construed by the slave-holder favorably to the system which 
pampers his pride and fills his coffers. Now you may believe it or not, but I 
firmly believe that you will be eulogised south of the river Ohio as the champion 
of slavery; this consequence I regret and ever shall, and I am not alone; many 
others entertained favorable anticipations in the origin of our reform, but they 

are disappointed by the obliquity of your course, 
I cannot yet see, that you have denied any of my propositions; but the gen- 


‘eralization of the question, or the enquiry how, and by whose agency slavery 


has been introduced has engrossed your attention ; this you consider a desidera- 
tum, an indispensable preliminary in the discussion of the main question, If 
the owners of slaves were not at liberty to emancipate, but were restrained by 
inhibitory laws over which they could exert no influence, I would grant that 


this step would be all important; but as the case is different, and every slave- 


holder is left to exercise his rights in this matter, as conscience and religion may 
dictate, I cannot see what effect the development of a fact so remote could 
have upon the question ina moral point of view. We find slavery in exist- 


ence, we examine it in all its attributes and effects, and in the light of truth we 
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* 
ask the question is it right? is it consistent with the religion which we profess? 
In the ars medendi it is not absolutely necessary to discover the cause of a dis- 
ease or the mode by which it is introduced into the system, before we can safely 
prescribe its remedy; the orgin of many diseases and the modus operandi of 
their respective causes have to this day, and perhaps ever will remain ambiguous ; 
and yet their treatment is 4s familiar to the medical faculty as the alphabet.— 
We find in this country two bodies, the one political, the other religious; thev 
are both diseased; now whether the latter contracted the disease by contagion | 
~ from the former, or the former from the latter, is an enquiry of but little impor- 
tance in determining the modus medendi; they must both be cured, but let 
christians cure one, and politicians the other. Christians have full power to | 
apply the remedy. Cornelius was compelled by his government ‘to bear arms, 
but christians in the present day are not compelled to hold slaves; with Cornelius 
there was no option, but for us there is; the door is open to manumission; the 
right is with the master; why need we blame the government, when it is but the 
workmanship of our own hands? 

I will now change my propositions into questions, which, if you will answer, 
briefly and explicitly, will enable me to uaderstand you. 

Query 1. Is not the slavery of the United States a cruel and iniquitous sys- 
tem of oppression, irrational and unscriptura]? 

2. Has American slavery a cane for cruelty, in the annals of Sacred 
History 

3. Was the servitude mertioned by the Apostles the same in its nature and 
effects as American slavery; and was it perpetuated among the disciples by 
transferring their servants to their children? 

4. Did the first christians buy and sell slaves? 


5. Is thefe a single law in the code of the christian nation that authorises a 
citizen of the Kingdom to hold his fellow man in involuntary bondage; t. sell 
hum as he does cattle or swine, to keep him in perfect ignorance, to punish him 
at pleasure, and withhold from him the value of his labor? 


6 Was Onedimus a slave in a condition similar to American slaves? 


7. Is it probable that slavery will ever be abolished while christians are con- 
tending that itis sanctioned by the gospel? 


8. As “righteousness exalts a nation” is it not the duty of every christian in. 

this government to set the example in the work of emancipation and then expos- 
tulate with our law-givers in behalf of the oppressed ? 

Is not my plan of emancipation, humane, just and practicable its adap- 

tation to our slave holding brethren ? 

You have given me an exemplification of the slavery in the apostolic age, in 
the person of Onesimus, That he was Philemon’s servant in some sense I do 
not deny, but that he was in the acceptation of the term slavein this country, 
I positively deny. And now, brother Scott, to’cut the matter short, If you will 
prove that he was, I will surrender and say no more, This is a faiz case, and 
the proposition is plain and reasonable. I will hear you with due deference, and 
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reply with candor and respect: I have my scruples upon the slave system— 
they are conscientious and I cannot get over them, unless I am convinced that 
they are groundless, I imbibed them, not a you may suppose from “those fitful 
anti-slavery sccieties,” with which I have no connexion ; but they existed in my 
mind for years before the Anti-slavery society was thought of—they are the result 
of my own reading and reflection. Icanlay my hand upon my heart and say 
that they are not mixed with aught of prejudice, hatred, or interest. If Lhave © 
offended any of the brethren in what I have said I ask their pardon for the acri- 
mony of the language if which the sentiments were expressed; but for the sen- 
ments themselves 1 implore no forgiveness: they are public property and may 
go for what. they are worth, and if no other being on earth concurs with me, | 
will nevertheless maintain them until convinced of their fallacy. 

In order to satisfy you that I desire an adjustment of the difficulties of ny 
mind in reference to slave-holders, [ will make an additional proposal.— 
That if you will write an essay expressly in supportof the position that Onesi- 
mus wasa slave in the sense and condition of an American slave, I will rejoin. 
and we will the submit the essays to brother Campbell for decision, and if he 
will say that you have sustained the position, I will succumb, and acknowledge 
myself defeated. I will rest the case which I advocate upon that single case. 
I suggest the propriety of an umpire, that you and all others may pe that Tam 
as willing as any man to wonciliate the feelings of all concerned upon this per- 
plexing subject. 

You ask me whether J can be made to believe that the Apostle Paul said 
“art thou called being a bond man care not for it;” ‘I answer yes, and I can 
also be made to believe that he said in the same breath, “be not the slaves of 
men ;*? and I can also be made to believe that the Apostle gave this as advice 
and not as*an injunction from the Lord, and as such is devoid of ay authority 
in the matter to whichit refers, Lask you, brother Scott, and every other broth- 
er to read the whole of the 7th chapter of Ist Corinthians, i in which this adyice 
occurs and then say whetherit can be made to subserve the purpose for which 
you quote it. Admitting what Paul there says to be inspiration how far will it 
go to prove the justice and admissibility of the American siave system? Were 
I to preach the gospel expressly to slaves or at ‘any time to tender them advice, 
I would tell. them that their slavery would not hinder their salvation, that they 
need not seek to be free before they obeyed the Lord, but if at any time they 
~ could be free, to prefér it to slavery. I would exhort them to be obedient, 
humble, and honest towards their masters, that the doctrine of Christ might be 
honored in their patient endurance of affliction. But what has this to do with 
the master, and the rights which he claims and exercises over his slaves? The 
first disciples were exhorted to submit quietly to martyrdom, not because it was 
just, but because it exemplified the meek and gentle spirit of the gospel. But 
on the heads of their persecutors their blood will be avenged in the day when 
the Lord maketh inquisition for blood. 


Brother Scott, you are contending for what I do not ey namely : that there 
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were servants in the days of the Apostles. But it seems that you prefer rer- 
dering the Greek noun doulos by the term slave: here you are at issve with the 
new translation, but more of this in its proper place. The relation of master 
and servant, justly, intelligently and reciprocally created for fair and bona fide 
considerations between the master and servant is in no wise objectionable be it 


for either a definite or indefinite time. That such a relation did exist among 


the first votaries of christianity, is unquestionable; and thar it will ever contin- 
ue is highly probable. ‘There are servants now in all parts of the world, either 
indented or hired, every christian who has such servants under him should strictly 
comply with the apostolic injunction, masters give unto your servants that which 
isjust and equal; or as I understand it “pay them for their service what justice 


says isitsequivalent.” When you shall have answered the questions propound- 


ed, particularly the 3d, this part of the subject will be still further elucidated ; 
until then I shall reserve my remarks upon the New Testament relative to master 
and servant. 

To my plan of emancipation you have made one objection, viz: **That if this 
_ moment carried into effect, it would leave the matter essentially where it found 
it, because thousands who hold slaves are not reformers.” ‘I his may be very 
true, brother Scott, but 1 am sure it will not leave our consciences and the manu- 
mitted slaves essentially where it found them. I leave the state and every church 
but our own to digest in their respective councils a plan of theirown. And I 
leave our brethren to say whether the same objection might not be urged with 
equal speciousness against every item of our reform. Because the laws of the 
land permit slavery you say that “the state must be made to interfere before 
the evil can be cured.” Let us test by example the consistency of this state- 
ment. In the state of Kentucky clubs are incorporated ard horse-racing is li- 
censed by law. Now suppose you were to find many of the reformers in that 
state indulging in the privileges of the law, and actually making horse-racing an 
Occupation and suppose you were to remonstrate against such disorderly conduct 
nd try to reform them, might they not object to your plan or advice or whatever 
you may please to call it, with as much plausibility as you have evinced in 
your objection to my plan of emancipation. They might tell you, and with 
truth too, that the state must interfere before the evil can be cured: and until 
that is done, they feel themselves at liberty to persist. I feel assured, brother 
Scott, that you will see the sophistical tendency of such objetions: and upon 
mature reflection will concede their irrationality. 

- the hope of hearing from you again, 


I subscribe myself your brother in Christ, 
NAT. FIELD. 


ANSWER. 


Brotner Fieip:— 
[am sorry you do not discriminate more ac- 


curately between the maxims of mére morality and those of an en- 
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lightened and commendable expediency; The morality of an ac- 
tion is its lawfulness, which can easily be determined even by 

minds of the obtusest mould, nothing more being necessary than a 
Thus saith the Lord; the expedience of an action respects the pru- 
dence with which it 1s performed in regard to time, place, manner, 
andother circumstances, of persons and things, end and influence, 
with which it is connected which can seldom easily be judged of 
but by that wisdom which age and experience alone confer. ‘To 
illustrate. The Apostle might have eatvn all kinds of meat; 
but circumstances made it inexpediefit so to do and he gladly - 
waived his right to the claims of these circumstances. [Expediency 

made him also circumcise Timothy. And both Paul and the Lord 

Jesus told the disciples they had things and revelations to commu- 

nicate which they were not able to bear at the times referred to. 
The Apostle bids us not to let our good be evil spoken of; and 

the Saviour commands to be wise as serpentsand harmless as doves. 

Thus we are indebted to the Lord Jesus for maxims of pru- 

dence as well as for those of mere morality. Right is a vulgar 

thing ‘when compared to the grave virtue of that prudence which 

goes to fill up the measure of an enlightened expediency; and 

therefore we have thousands who can discern theig moral rights for 
one who can practice these rights in a manner becoming the dic- 
tates of a commendable prudence. 

Right and expediency are too frequently divorced from each 
other to the great discomfort both of society and religion; and so 
turning things wrong end foremost young men are made counsel- 
lers and old men are sent to war; asif courage were counsel or 
wisdom courage; or a moral integrity to right the perfection of 
human character. 

You see I have printed your too long epistle and have thus grati> 
fied your original desire which was only to be heard on the subject 
to which your communications relate. The sphere of your wisb- - 
es, however, seems todilate as you advance; for, not satisfied with 
being heard, you find it necessary like others who would have their 
strength known, to wish for an antagonist, and for this purpose 
have not scrupled to set the editor of the Evangelist before his 
readers in the attitude of one who apologizes for slavery and ad- 
Vvocates the maxims of kings. 

Now, brother Field, let me request you before you write again 
to test those parts of your communications which respect myself by 
the maxims not of kings, but of that prudence and that morality 
which is delivered inthe New Testament by Jesus and his Apos- 
tles. Neither right nor expedience sustain you in your charges, 
and as for slavery which is the subject on which you write there is 
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no moial difference between you and myself upon it; thereiore 
proceed without any reference to your servant and say in a be- 
coming manner what you know of the matter and we will hear 
you. Epiror. 


QUESTION. 


The following question has been sent to us for answer, by a 
worthy brother of Jacksonville, Illinois, 


Does the Lord Jesus permit his disciples to aspire to and fill the political of- 
fices of the nations in which they reside? ? 


Answer.—I certainly think he does; first because there is no 
essential difference between the duties of a political office and that 
of any civil profession such as that of the carpenter, architect, or 
goldsmith. 

Rdly. Because if he did not permit his disciples to fill political 
offices, then the number of good men to fill those offices would be 
diminshed as his religion increased; and so when the whole nation 
became christian there would be no men to fiil the public offies oa 
which depended the defence of the state against foreign invasion 
and domestic aggresion and dispeace; and thus we might either 
become a prey to foreign conquerors or fall the iil-fated victims of 
civil discord and domestic broils. 

3diy. Because the ancient christian church received into her 
sacred bosom men fn office as well as others. For instance the 
Phillippian jailor, the Centurion Cornelius, the Chamberlain of 
the city of Athens, and Sergius Paulus, the Roman Deputy of 
Paphos. 

. 4thly. Because christianity does not command that we shall not 
aspire to and fill the political offices of the states in which we re- 
It is perfectly lawful therefore for any of the disciples to fill the 
offices of the nations; but while we admit this much we cannot 
agree that it is always expedient for them to aspire to become of- 
ficers of public trust; some have not the intellectual qualifications 
which are required for certain officers; some have not the experi- 
ence and consequently lack the prudence, which is necessary to 
be officers; some are too old, and others again are too young, &c 

The Apostle delivers a quiet and peaceful rule, Let every one. 
abide in the calling wherein he was called. _ EDITOR. 
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Bretuer Scort :— 
I am just returned from a tour of five weeks through the 
state of Illinois, and am happy to have it in my power to say that I found the 
congregations generally where I travelled, advancing in knowledge, and conform- 
ing to the good rules delivered in the New Testament. I attended a genera) 
meefing for co-operation in Jacksonville. The deliberations of the brethren 
were strongly indicative of their sense of the importance of practical religion 
and church order. I have not time to mention particulars, suffice it to say that 
our meetings have been very interesting generally. ‘ 
Since my last I have immersed four for remission, The congregation where 
I live progresses, 
As ever, , JOHN M. HARRIS. 
Russellville Ia. 


CHRISTIAN BAPTIST. 


We would just mention to our readers that the Christian Baptist is out Wf 
press, and’subscribers of the city and vicinity can be supplied at the residence of 
the publisher, D. S. BURNET, cast end of Sth street, south side, Cincinnati. 
Those non-subscribers who may find it more convenient can get the work at 
brother Cropper’s bindery on Walnut street, opposite the Mechanics’ Institute, 
or at Flash’s book-store on 3d street. As soon as the work can be for- 
warded it may be had of Hatch and Johnson, Georgetown, Kentucky, Robert- 
son & Saunders, Frankfort, Kentucky, William Eichbaum, Nashville, Ten- 
nessee, William Carman, Baltimore, Daniel Munroe, Custom House New © 
York, Wm. Bootwright, Richmond, Va., Alexander Campbell Bethany Va., _ 
and S. C. Dunning, Savannah, Georgia, and of many other booksellers and — 
active brethren in different parts of the Union. * 

It is desirable that agents make speedy remittances per mail or otherwise; 
and this becomes the more necessary when it is c@msidered how great the expense 
has been in getting up the work in its present form. | Eb. 


TO LIBERATOR. 


If Liberator will deliver himself to his brethren who hold slaves in a manner 
becoming his relation to them, and be short and sensible, he shall have a hear- 
ing. Ep. 


‘TO SUBSCRIBERS. 


Our subscribers must be graciously pleased to pardon the late appearance of 
the present nuinberof the Evangelist and we shall Deo volente do better in fu 
ture, the cause of former delays being now removed. | Ep. 
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